
Time  

 8:00-8:40 Registration 

 8:40-8:50 Opening Remarks 

 8:50-9:30 Keynote Speaker: Dr Isabel Martinez 

 9:30-10:10 Keynote Speaker: Dr. Ellen Riojas Clark 

10:10-10:25 Transition 

10:25-11:10 Gregory Luna Assembly 
Room 

BV 1.312 BV 1.318 BV 3.328 BV 3.330 

From Buzzword to Best 
Practice: AI Integration in 
Teacher Preparation 
 
Presenters: 
Dannie Martinez, Jennifer 
Swoyer, Dr. Bedrettin 
Yazan, Dr. Kathryn 
Henderson, Gabriella 
Martinez 

Community translation, 
translating in 
community: A local case 
study and a conversation 
 
Presenter: 
Melissa Wallace 
 

Language and 
Literacy: An 
Effective 
Approach to 
Community 
Transformation 
 
Presenter: 
Rosa Esthela 
Mora 

Reclaiming ESL 
Teacher Identities 
through Community 
Narratives 
 
Presenters: 
Eman Abo-Zaed, 
Jesse Gainer 

 

Language Exchange to Develop 
Spanish Oral Skills 
 
 
Presenters: 
Cristhian Torres Perez, Maria Del 
Carmen Castillo 

11:10-11:15 Transition 

11:15-12:15 Gregory Luna Assembly 
Room 

BV 1.312 BV 1.318 BV 3.328 BV 3.330 

Building Inclusive Futures 
Through the PhD Journey 
 
Presenter:  
Kathryn Henderson 

From Marginalization to 
Celebration: Linguistic 
Legacies of a Public 
Pre-K 
 

Presenters: 
Becca Hemenway, Dr. 
Eulogia Martinez, 
Valeria Barnes, Ashley 
Carrington, Rosie 
Valenzuela, Fasih Raza 

Reclaiming 
Chicana Youth 
Narratives 
Through 
Testimonio and 
Pedagogy  
 
Presenter: 
Heather 
Ramirez 
 

Higher Education 
Transcending 
Borders: 
Transforming 
Language for 
Undocumented 
Students 
 
Presenter: Laura 
Borjas Juarez 

Roots to Branches: A Multimedia 
Archive of a Campus Legacy  
 
Presenter: Jennifer Garcia 

12:15-1:20 Lunch 



1:20-2:05 Gregory Luna Assembly 
Room 

BV 1.312 BV 1.318 BV 3.328 BV 3.330 

Bilingual Children as 
Theorists of Competing 
Racialized Language 
Ideologies 
 
Presenters: 
Dr. Jose Martinez 
Hinestroza, Diana Estrada, 
Mariana Escobar 
 

From Lost Words to 
Living Stories: 
Reclaiming Bengali 
Narratives 
 
Presenters: 
Sabrina Kabir, Dr. Arar 
Khalid 
 

Unpacking 
Body Talk: 
How Language 
Shapes Plus-
Sized 
Experiences in 
Education 
 
Presenter: 
Ashley 
Carrington 
 

Pláticas as 
Pedagogy: 
Fostering 
Linguistic 
Consciousness 
Among Latinx 
Youth 
 
Presenter: 
Elisa Serrano 
 

Reimagining Curriculum Through 
Identity and Knowledge Mapping 
 
Presenter: 
Leonard Castilleja, Dr. Crystal 
Kalinee-Craig 
 

2:05-2:10  Transition 

2:10-2:55 Gregory Luna Assembly 
Room 

BV 1.312 BV 1.318 BV 3.328 BV 3.330 

Transforming Lives 
through Literacy 
 
Presenters: 
Micaela Mize, Elizabeth 
Rodriguez 
 

Listening with the Body: 
Making Relationships to 
Power Audible 
 
Presenter: 
Eloisa Moreno 
 

Entangled 
Becoming: 
Doctoral 
Students as 
Emerging 
Language 
Teacher 
Educators 
 
Presenter: 
Aslihan Yilmaz 
 

Confused Tongues: 
Contradictory 
Ideologies in a 
High-Stakes 
English Immersion 
Program 
 
Presenter: 
Rolf Straubhaar 
 

 

 2:55-3:00 Transition 



3:00-3:45 Gregory Luna Assembly 
Room 

BV 1.312 BV 1.318 BV 3.328 BV 3.330 

Friendship and resilience 
among Latina PhD 
students 
 
Presenters: 
Brenda Rivera, Monica 
Hernandez, Melina 
Benavidez 

Cultivating Critical 
Consciousness Through 
Pláticas: Empowering 
Students’ Engineering 
Identities 
 
Presenters: 
Mariana Escobar, Dr. 
Sidury Christiansen 
 

From Silence to 
Syntax: 
Decreolization, 
AAVE, and the 
Unfinished 
Work of Black 
Language 
 
Presenters: 
Tresjure Cross 
Mills, Dr. 
Nicole Carr 

Critical Literacy in 
the Age of AI: How 
ESL/EFL Students 
Engage with GenAI 
in Writing. A 
Systematic 
Literature Review 
Study 
 
Presenter:  
Tina Dam 

Reclaim the Language Loss: 
Testimonio of an Immigrant Mother 
 
Presenter: 
Maria Coreno 
 

3:45-3:50 Transition 

3:50-4:35 Gregory Luna Assembly 
Room 

BV 1.312 BV 1.318 BV 3.328 BV 3.330 

Laughter and Literacy: 
Building Belonging in 
Jaguar Jumpstart 
 
Presenters: 
Marilyn Garcia, Emily 
Drees, Dr. Sonya Barrera 
Eddy, Dr. Marcos Del 
Hiero, Samuel Garcia 
 

Challenging the Master 
Narrative: Critical Race 
Theory and the Power of 
Counterstories 
 
Presenters:  
Dr. Lizbett 
Tinoco/Virdiana 
Gomez/Lizette Nava/ 
Ruben Ramirez/ Yvonne 
Samuels/ Taje Gabbedon 
 

Ideologies 
About Dual 
Language 
Education for 
Students 
Labeled as 
Disabled 
 
Presenter: 
Carly Leech 
 

Reclaiming 
Mexican Labor 
Histories through 
Place-Based 
Pedagogy in Texas 
 
Presenter: 
Andrea Escalante 
 

Chicharra: A Collection of Flash 
Fiction 
 
Presenter:  
Graciela Escalante 
 

4:35-4:40 Transition 

4:40-5:00 Awards. Raffle & Closing Remarks 



Parking Information 

 

Free Parking is available in unmarked spaces in the 

Cattleman’s Square Lot.  

 

UTSA STUDENTS & EMPLOYEES 
VIA U-Pass 

Through the VIA U-Pass program, current students and employees have free, unlimited access to VIA Metropolitan Transit bus 

service between campuses and throughout San Antonio. Learn more here. 

VIA Link 
VIA Link is an on-demand ride-sharing program which allows customers to request a VIA Link passenger van to come to their 

location on campus and pick them up for a ride to anywhere within the VIA Link Northwest Zone. The service is available free 

to Roadrunners with their VIA U-Pass. 
 

https://www.utsa.edu/campusservices/runner/via.html#viaupass
https://www.utsa.edu/campusservices/runner/via.html#viaupass
https://www.utsa.edu/campusservices/runner/_archive/via-link.html#vialink
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